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Caribou need large, intact habitats. Healthy populations usually mean healthy ecosystems. Study 
results will help us work towards a future with healthy caribou populations and a healthy Nah a Dehé. 

Nahanni National Park Reserve is too small and too narrow to protect wide-ranging populations of  
mountain caribou, which have large ���
	� and don’t recover well from human disturbances. Study 
results will help us figure out where �����������
���� is and how to protect it, so that we can help 
protect Nahanni caribou.
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During the survey, we saw 245 South Nahanni  
caribou and 341 Coal River caribou.  

Caribou management guidelines suggest a healthy  
herd should have at least 26 calves and 30 bulls for 
every 100 cows. In 2008, our study showed low  
�	������	���for both herds.
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many caribou there are, or if  the herd 
numbers are stable or going down.  

�� �������	������������������
��������
being harvested – we want to make 
sure harvest levels are sustainable.
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Yukon border is providing easier 
access for hunters, and may also be 
disturbing important caribou habitat.
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Parks Canada, Renewable Resources 
Boards and others work together to 
manage Nahanni caribou.

What are we studying?
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Nahanni  
(Nah  a  
Dehé)    

Mountain 
Woodland

Environment and Natural Resources

Ranges of Nahanni Woodland Caribou Herds
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of  area on the land 
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an animal, or group, 

usually occurs during 

the entire year. 

�	��������

:��	���	6�the first set 

of  information collected, 

preferably before any 

major changes happen.  

Later information can be 

compared to the baseline 

to look for changes.
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4	)������6�a comparison 

of  how many males and 

how many females are in a 

population.  For caribou, this 

is expressed as the number 
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+	������	��6�the 

number of  young that 

survive to breeding age 

in a population.  For 

caribou, this is expressed 

as the number of  calves 

for every 100 cows.
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most important or 

frequently-used range 
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grounds).

W
CS

 C
AN

AD
A 

20
06

W
AY

N
E 

SA
W

CH
UK

W
AY

N
E 

SA
W

CH
UK

DO
UG

LA
S 

P. 
TA

TE

Darrell Betsaka is from Nahanni 
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fall 2008 survey as a community 

observer, helping the survey crew 

count and identify caribou from  

the helicopter.  

Darrell enjoyed the work, especially 

getting to see a different part of  

the mountains. He sees the caribou 

collar work as important to learn 

more about caribou in Nah a Dehé, 

and has shared his experiences 

with many interested community 

members.

Community Observer profile
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